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By SIDNEY FIELDS

/ Sally Aw Sian, the only lady publishor
in Hong Kong, is the first woman in the
20-year history of the International Press
Institute to be elected its president, .

The JPI has a membership of 1,800
-editors snd publishers from 60 countries who
jeelously guard the freedom of the press, try to
g28 to it that the free flow of news is not inter-
rapted by governments or anyonge else and11'hat
newsmen arve prolecied from cenzorship and .op-
iression, : o o
! &‘"\-‘v’e do a few other things,” Miss Sion S!}]C‘L
Quring a recent visii heve, “The Ins‘utu-te carries
¢ a training prograra for newsmen in ]&.cny_a.

Ve pay for that, And we run another onc in

Y
Rigeria with a grant from the Ford l“oL_nnda’cgoz'l.”
n, pleasant and proficient, Miss. Sian's ;
news sive consists of {wg bimonthly mmagazines, - . hq‘izllv
tha L‘n;:‘l sh language Hong Kong Standsrd and Hradid

Aw Sian-—Always Abead of the Type

two Chineye papers, the Sing Tao Jih Pao (the
Singapore Morning Daily), and the Bing Tao
Wan Pao (The Singapore Afternoon Daily), Mer
Chinese papers have a combined cireulation of
220,000, largest on the island. )

The type for them s hand sef, hut the pasges
arg photographed, flown to Tapei, the Philippincs,
-San Francisco and New York and printed on off-
sef presses, ' -

“TU's two days late” AMisz San admitted, “but

that docsn’t veally matter. In the past five years
there’s been a big influx of Hong Kong Chinesa
cAnto the States and they’re hungiy for news from
* back home and Southeast Asia and the mainland.”
Her father who-owned three pharmaceutical
houses In Iong Kong made his fortune with one

care-all ofntment, something like. mentholatum, '

called Tiger Balm. Kvery Hong Fong resident
and tourist gnoner or later savs, “Tets zo to the
Wiger Balm Gardens.” They're the big lovely
parks filled with fine sculpture founded by her
father and always free to the publie. Ile also
founded' a chain of newspapers in Singapore,
Baungkok, Malayasia and on mwainland China be.
fore Mao took over in 1649, )

Miss Sian’s brofher, piloting the family plane. -

_ to check on the paper in Malayasia, evashed and
Awway killed. He was 82 and the heir apparent.
After the gricf subsided her father askod his
davghter: “Why not trv the papers?” - -

. She worked in every depaviment, zecounting,
vurchasing, circulation, advertising, editorial,
starting .at the bottom.. Two vears sfter she
starbed her intensive apprenticeship her father
died. A cousin tock over the vharmaceatical
hovses, Miss Sian had 4o, run the papers.

“T was frightened, very frightened,” she gaid,
“but T didn’t have much choice.” ’

rezentment from some of the employes who
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- She was 23, She was causht in a riptide of -a drug culture. And weo do not have the doubtful

couldn’t see a yuoung woman as the big boss, -

“But that’s au ingrained sttitude,” Miss. Sian
explained.- “You have. to be patient. You can’t
change that overnight.” . :

In the 16 years that she’s been a publisher,
she’s carned their respect by inercasing the eir-
clation of the Chinese papers Ly almost 3065,
tripling her classified ads and scoring consistent
gains in display advertising. She was the first
one to use offset presses in Hong Kong and made
all her competitors follow suit. She makes at
least three trips a wear to America, examining
new publishing methods, frem special inks 1o
computers, She's always ahead of the type.

Five years ago she conceived the idea of an
Amerlean edition of her Chinese papers, started
the first in San Prancisce and when it went well,
began the second in New York. In both cditions”
she shrewdly added short fietion, entertainment”

- news and stoek mavkel quotations,

“We are now the sceond largest Chinese papers
on the West and ¥ast Coasts,” 3izz Sidn said.
Ier New York civeulalion is 6,000; San Francisco,

8,000, The first Chinese paper is the United ‘,)-

Journal with 10,000, :

In Hong Xong, where newspapevs run politi-
cally from exlreme right to the extrome.left and -
include two Communist papers, Miss Sian i3
fiercely independent. She ‘scorched the Commu.
nists Tor inspiring the 1967 viols, which took some -
courage; and she eriticized Chiung Kai-shek Tor
being uwnrealistic and wnaware of the change in
the wind, E .

“You might {hink that being so close 1o Mao, -
Hong Xone is near a powder kep,” Miss Sian
said, “We're not, Our future i bright. We have
some_cvime, bul nothing compared io the States,
We do not have the pain of youth problems or

blegsings of women’s 1ib.” !




